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  Death, Ecstasy, and Other Worldly Journeys John J.
Collins,1995-01-01 This is a psychological and historical
exploration of belief in a spirit world, imperceptible to the
senses, as a pervasive and deeply-rooted characteristic of
religion.
  World Mythology Roy G. Willis,1993 The great myths of
the world create meaning out of the fundamental events of
human existence: birth, death, conflict, loss, reconciliation,
the cycle of the seasons. They speak to us of life itself in
voices still intelligible, yet compellingly strange and
distant. World Mythology offers readers an authoritative
and wide-ranging guide to these enduring mythological
traditions, combining the pure narrative of the myths
themselves with the background necessary for more
complete understanding. Here, noted mythology expert
Roy Willis, brings together a team of nineteen leading
scholars navigate a clear path through the complexities of
myth as they distill the essence of each regional tradition
and focus on the most significant figures and the most
enthralling stories. All aspects of the world's key
mythologies are covered, from tales of warring deities and
demons to stories of revenge and metamorphosis; from
accounts of lustful gods and star-crossed human lovers to
journeys in the underworld. All are told at length and are
accompanied by illuminating and readable introductory
text. Also included are summaries of important theories
about the origins and meaning of myth, and an examination
of themes that recur across a range of civilizations.
Beautifully illustrated with more than 500 color
photographs, works of art, charts, and maps, World
Mythology offers readers the most accessible guide yet to
the heritage of the world's imagination.
  A Waka Anthology Edwin A. Cranston,1998-03-01 The
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Gem-Glistening Cup is the second volume of Edwin
Cranston's monumental Waka Anthology which carries the
story of waka, the classical tradition of Japanese poetry,
from its beginnings in ancient song to the sixteenth
century. The present volume, which contains almost 1,600
songs and poems, covers the period from the earliest times
to 784, and includes many of the finest works in the
literatures as well as providing evocative glimpses of the
spirit and folkways of early Japanese civilization. The texts
drawn upon for the poems are the ancient chronicles
Kojiki, Nihonshoki, and Shoku Nihongi; the fudoki, a set of
eighth-century local gazetteers; Man'yoshu, the massive
eighth-century compendium of early poetry (about one
fourth of that work is included); and the Bussokuseki
poems carved on a stone tablet at a temple in Nara. All
poems are presented in facing romanization and
translation.
  Seeds in the Heart ,1999 Donald Keene, a noted
authority in the field, offers a guide through the first 900
years of Japanese literature. This period not only defined
the unique properties of Japanese prose and prosody, but
also produced some of its greatest works.
  The Japanese Myths: A Guide to Gods, Heroes and
Spirits (Myths) Joshua Frydman,2022-07-05 An illustrated
guide to the fantastic world of Japanese myths: retelling
the stories and exploring how Japanese mythology has
changed over time, as new gods, heroes, and spirits have
entered the canon. While people around the world love
Japan’s cultural exports—from manga and anime to
Zen—not everyone is familiar with Japan’s unique
mythology that shapes these interests, which is enriched
by Shinto, Buddhism, and regional folklore. The Japanese
Myths is a smart and succinct guide to the rich tradition of
Japanese mythology, from the earliest recorded legends of
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Izanagi and Izanami with their divine offspring and the
creation of Japan, to medieval tales of vengeful ghosts,
through to the modern-day reincarnation of ancient deities
as the heroes of mecha anime. Mythology remains a living,
evolving part of Japanese society. The ways in which the
people of Japan understand their myths are very different
today even from a century ago, let alone over a millennium
into the past. This volume not only retells these ancient
stories but also considers their place within the patterns of
Japanese religions, culture, and history, helping readers
understand the deep links between past and present in
Japan, and the ways these myths live and grow. Author
Joshua Frydman takes the very earliest written myths in
the Kojiki and the Nihon Shoki as his starting point, and
from there traces Japan’s mythology through to post-war
State Shinto, the rise of the manga industry in the 1960s, J-
horror, and modern-day myths. Frydman ties in
reinventions and retellings of myths that are present
across all genres of contemporary Japanese culture, from
its auteur cinema to renowned video games such as Okami.
This book is for anyone interested in Japan and Japanese
exports, as knowing its myths allows readers to understand
and appreciate its culture in a new light.
  Himiko and Japan's Elusive Chiefdom of Yamatai
J. Edward Kidder,2007-02-28 In this, the most
comprehensive treatment in English to date, a senior
scholar of early Japan turns to three sources - historical,
archaeological and mythological - to provide a multifaceted
study of ancient Japanese society. Analyzing a tremendous
amount of recent archaeological material and synthesizing
it with a thorough examination of the textual sources,
Professor Kidder locates Yamatai in the Yamato heartland,
in the southeastern part of the Nara basin. He describes
the formation in the Yayoi period of pan-regional alliances
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that created the reserves of manpower required to build
massive mounded tombs. It is this decisive period, at the
end of the Yayoi and the beginning of the Kofun, that he
identifies as Himiko's era. He maintains, moreover, that
Himiko played a part in the emergence of Yamato as an
identifiable political entity. In exploring the cultural and
political conditions of this period and identifying the
location of Yamatai as Himiko's area of activity, Kidder
considers the role of magic in early Japanese society to
better understand why an individual with her qualifications
reached such a prominent position. He enhances Himiko's
story with insights drawn from mythology, turning to a
body of commentary for explanations buried deep in
mythological stories and the earliest descriptions. Himiko
and Japan's Elusive Chiefdom of Yamatai is required
reading for Japan historians as well as scholars with an
interest in literature and art history during this formative
stage in Japan's past.
  Men in Metal Sven Saaler,2020-10-12 In his pioneering
study, Men in Metal, Sven Saaler examines Japanese public
statuary as a central site of historical memory from its
beginnings in the Meiji period through the twenty-first
century. Saaler shows how the elites of the modern
Japanese nation-state went about constructing an
iconography of national heroes to serve their agenda of
instilling national (and nationalist) thinking into the
masses. Based on a wide range of hitherto untapped
primary sources, Saaler combines data-driven quantitative
analysis and in-depth case studies to identify the categories
and historical figures that dominated public space. Men in
Metal also explores the agents behind this visualized form
of the politics of memory and introduces historiographical
controversies surrounding statue-building in modern
Japan.
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  Handbook of Japanese Mythology Michael
Ashkenazi,2003-11-05 An introductory guide to the
mythology of Japan—one of the most pervasive yet least
understood facets of Japanese culture. Handbook of
Japanese Mythology makes it easy to travel this vast yet
little-known mythological landscape. The book reveals the
origins of Japan's myths in the very different realms of
Buddhism, Shinto, and folklore, and explores related
mythologies of the Ainu and Okinawan cultures and recent
myths arising from Japan's encounters with modernization.
It then offers vivid retellings of the central Shinto and
Buddhist myths, plus descriptions of major historical
figures, icons, rituals, and events. For students or long-
time enthusiasts, it is the ideal guide for investigating
Japanese reverence for the sun, the imperial family, and
the virtues of purity and loyalty. Readers will also learn
why sumo wrestlers stomp before each match, how a fussy
baby creates thunder, why Japan has a god for soccer, and
much more.
  Eccentric Spaces, Hidden Histories David
Bialock,2007-02-01 After The Tale of Genji (c. 1000), the
greatest work of classical Japanese literature is the
historical narrative The Tale of the Heike (13th-14th
centuries). In addition to opening up fresh perspectives on
the Heike narratives, this study also draws attention to a
range of problems centered on the interrelationship
between narrative, ritual space, and Japan's changing
views of China as they bear on depictions of the emperor's
authority, warriors, and marginal population going all the
way back to the Nara period. By situating the Heike in this
long temporal framework, the author sheds light on a
hidden history of royal authority that was entangled in
Daoist and yin-yang ideas in the Nara period, practices
centered on defilement in the Heian period, and Buddhist
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doctrines pertaining to original enlightenment in the
medieval period, all of which resurface and combine in
Heike's narrative world. In introducing for the first time
the full range of Heike narrative to students and scholars
of Japanese literature, the author argues that we must also
reexamine our understanding of the literature, ritual, and
culture of the Heian and Nara periods.
  A History of Japanese Literature, Volume 1 Jin'ichi
Konishi,2017-03-14 This book, which covers the period
from preliterate times to the beginning of the tenth
century, is the first of five proposed volumes that will give
an account of Japanese literature from its beginnings to the
death of the modern novelist Mishima. Originally published
in 1984. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found
in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
  Hitomaro and the Birth of Japanese Lyricism Ian Hideo
Levy,2014-07-14 Professor Levy explores the ritual origins
of Japanese verse, the impact of Chinese and Korean
literary influence on the seventh-century Court, and the
rhetorical deification of the imperial family as the condition
under which Hitomaro would begin his career as a Court
poet. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important
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books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  Traditional Japanese Literature Haruo Shirane,2012
Traditional Japanese Literature features a rich array of
works dating from the very beginnings of the Japanese
written language through the evolution of Japan's noted
aristocratic court and warrior cultures. It contains
stunning new translations of such canonical texts as The
Tales of the Heike as well as works and genres previously
ignored by scholars and unknown to general readers.
  Tales of Darkness Robert Ellwood,2009-01-01
Explores the causes of evil in myth, encompassing themes
such as defilement, the figure of the trickster, evil people
both within and outside the society, and traumatic
initiations.
  Weaving and Binding Michael Como,2009-09-02
Among the most exciting developments in the study of
Japanese religion over the past two decades has been the
discovery of tens of thousands of ritual vessels,
implements, and scapegoat dolls (hitogata) from the Nara
(710-784) and early Heian (794-1185) periods. Because
inscriptions on many of the items are clearly derived from
Chinese rites of spirit pacification, it is now evident that
previous scholarship has mischaracterized the role of
Buddhism in early Japanese religion. Weaving and Binding
makes a compelling argument that both the Japanese royal
system and the Japanese Buddhist tradition owe much to
continental rituals centered on the manipulation of yin and
yang, animal sacrifice, and spirit quelling. Building on
these recent archaeological discoveries, Michael Como
charts an epochal transformation in the religious culture of
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the Japanese islands, tracing the transmission and
development of fundamental paradigms of religious
practice to immigrant lineages and deities from the Korean
peninsula. In addition to archaeological materials, Como
makes extensive use of a wide range of textual sources
from across Asia, including court chronicles, poetry
collections, gazetteers, temple records, and divinatory
texts. As he investigates the influence of myths, legends,
and rites of the ancient Chinese festival calendar on
religious practice across the Japanese islands, Como shows
how the ability of immigrant lineages to propitiate hostile
deities led to the creation of elaborate networks of temple-
shrine complexes that shaped later sectarian Shinto as well
as popular understandings of the relationship between the
buddhas and the gods of Japan. For much of the book, this
process is examined through rites and legends from the
Chinese calendar that were related to weaving, sericulture,
and medicine—technologies that to a large degree were
controlled by lineages with roots in the Korean peninsula
and that claimed female deities and weaving maidens as
founding ancestors. Como’s examination of a series of
ancient Japanese legends of female immortals, weaving
maidens, and shamanesses reveals that female deities
played a key role in the moving of technologies and ritual
practices from peripheral regions in Kyushu and elsewhere
into central Japan and the heart of the imperial cult. As a
result, some of the most important building blocks of the
purportedly native Shinto tradition were to a remarkable
degree shaped by the ancestral cults of immigrant lineages
and popular Korean and Chinese religious practices. This is
a provocative and innovative work that upsets the standard
interpretation of early historical religion in Japan,
revealing a complex picture of continental cultic practice
both at court and in the countryside.
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  The Birth of Japanese Historiography John R.
Bentley,2020-12-28 As the first book in English on the
origins of Japanese historiography, using both
archaeological and textual data, this book examines the
connection between ancient Japan and the Korean kingdom
of Paekche and how tutors from the kingdom of Paekche
helped to lay the foundation for a literate culture in Japan.
Illustrating how tutors from the kingdom of Paekche taught
Chinese writing to the Japanese court through the prism of
this highly civilized culture, the book goes on to argue that
Paekche tutors guided the early Japanese court through
writing, recording family history, and ultimately an early
history of the ruling family. As the Japanese began to
create their own history, they relied on Paekche histories
as a model. Triangulating textual data from Kojiki, Nihon
shoki, and Sendai kuji hongi, the author here demonstrates
that various aspects of early king genealogies and later
events were manipulated. Offering new theories about the
Japanese ruling family, it is posited that Emperor Jitō had
her committee put Jingū in power, and Suiko on the throne
in place of original male rulers to enhance images of
strong, female rulers, as she envisioned herself. The Birth
of Japanese Historiography will be a valuable resource for
students and scholars of Japanese history, historiography,
and linguistics.
  Shotoku Michael Como,2008-04-18 Prince Shotoku
(573?-622?), the purported founder of Japanese Buddhism,
is widely referred to as Japan's first national hero. The cult
that grew up around his memory is recognized as one of
the most important phenomena in early Japanese religion.
This book examines the creation and evolution of the
Shotoku cult over the roughly 200 years following his
deatha period that saw a series of revolutionary
developments in the history of Japanese religion. Michael
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Como highlights the activities of a cluster of kinship groups
who claimed descent from ancestors from the Korean
kingdom of Silla. He skillfully places these groups in their
socio-cultural context and convincingly demonstrates their
pivotal role in bringing continental influences to almost
every aspect of government and community ideology in
Japan. He argues that these immigrant kinship groups
were not only responsible for the construction of the
Shotoku cult, but were also associated with the
introduction of the continental systems of writing, ritual,
and governance.By comparing the ancestral legends of
these groups to the Shotoku legend corpus and Imperial
chronicles, Como shows that these kinship groups not only
played a major role in the formation of the Japanese
Buddhist tradition, they also to a large degree shaped the
paradigms in terms of which the Japanese Imperial cult
and the nation of Japan were conceptualized and created.
Offering a radically new picture of the Asuko and Nara
period (551794), this innovative work will stimulate new
approaches to the study of early Japanese religion focusing
on the complex interactions among ideas of ethnicity,
lineage, textuality, and ritual.
  Legends of the Samurai Hiroaki Sato,2012-03-06
This authoritative history of Japan’s elite warrior class
separates fact from myth as it chronicles centuries of
samurai combat, culture, and legend. In Legends of the
Samurai, Hiroaki Sato examines the history of these
medieval Japanese warriors, as well as the many long-
standing myths that surround them. In doing so, he
presents an authentic and revealing picture of these men
and their world. Sato’s masterful translations of original
samurai tales, laws, dicta, reports, and arguments are
accompanied by insightful commentary. With incisive
historical research, this volume chronicles the changing
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ethos of the Japanese warrior from the samurai's historical
origins to his rise to political power. A fascinating look at
Japanese history as seen through the evolution of the
samurai, Legends of the Samurai stands as the ultimate
authority on its subject.
  The Heart of the Warrior Catharina
Blomberg,2013-11-05 Traces the development of the
samurai, both in the way they regarded themselves and
their role in society.
  Mythological Swords Rocky Pendergrass,2015-06-22
Mythological Swords provides a collection of curated
articles detailing mythological swords.
  Authorizing the Shogunate Vyjayanthi R.
Selinger,2013-07-11 Authorizing the Shogunate is a study
of the symbolic construction of warrior order in the Heike
monogatari corpus.
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