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  The World's Most Significant and Magnificent Aircraft David Thurston,2000-07-21 Beginning with

the earliest pre-flight designs, The World's Most Significant and Magnificent Aircraft provides exciting

details of each plane's engineering, design, and flight accomplishments. Illustrated with pre-production

diagrams and historical photos, the book is divided into seven parts representing the major stages of

airplane development in a chronological order.

  Big Wings Philip Kaplan,2005-09-30 In the history of aviation there have been many attempts to

produce aircraft of extraordinary proportions to expand the limits of technology and create new

performance standards. With few exceptions, the early attempts did not become the successes

envisaged until post-World War II when such aircraft as the Boeing B-52 long-range heavy bomber

and the Boeing 747 'Jumbo Jet' airliner changed the face of aviation in both the military and civil roles.

Big Wings is a well-researched, highly informative and sometimes nostalgic look at the sixteen most

significant giants of the air. Each chosen aircraft is introduced and its raison d'?tre explained, then



3

follows an in-depth review of the successful and failed technical aspects of the design, its operational

history, first-hand accounts from those that had flown the aircraft and finally some startling facts and

statistics. The aircraft selected are as follows: Military - Douglas B-19, Boeing B-29, Consolidated

B-36, Northrop B-49 and Boeing B-52, Airliners - Bristol Brabazon, Boeing 747 and Airbus A380,

Heavy Lifters - Messerschmitt Me323, Consolidated XC-99, Lockheed C5 and Antonov AN-225, Flying

Boats - Dornier Do-X, Martin JRM Mars, Hughes HK-1 and Saunders Roe Princess.

  KITES, BIRDS & STUFF - Over 150 Years of BRITISH Aviation - Makers & Manufacturers -

Volume 3 - P to Z P.D. Stemp,2013-04-23 A history of aviation pioneers and companies of Great

Britain. From the early years to the modern day. A comprehensive study of old and new. Including: -

Parnall - Pemberton-Billing - Percival - Sage - Saunders-Roe - Slingsby - Spartan - Taylorcraft - Tipsy

- White & Thompson - Wight - to name but a few. A two hundred and seventy six page book.

Individual details of some 490 aircraft. Around 436 pictures plus 134 plan diagrams.

  Flying Boats & Seaplanes Stéphane Nicolaou,1998 Beginning with races that were staged at
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elegant French resorts in the early part of the century, flying boats and seaplanes have played an

integral part in aviation history. World War I spurred the development of these machines, and by the

1930s, flying boats and seaplanes had become pioneers in transcontinental flight. This photo-filled

history recalls the role of flying boats and seaplanes in civil and military aviation history, and the

enthusiasm of the engineers and pilots who are associated with their development. In addition to the

golden years of hydraviation prior to World War II, author Nicolaou examines the decline of the

seaplane, and its subsequent renaissance in nations that are today considered seaplane paradises.

The saga is illustrated by more than 200 rare photographs uncovered in archives around the globe.

  Flying Boats Charles Woodley,2018-08-10 Flying Boats: Air Travel in the Golden Age sets out to

do justice to a time of glamorous, unhurried air travel, unrecognisable to most of today's air travellers,

but sorely missed by some. During the 1930s, long-distance air travel was the preserve of the flying

boat, which transported well-heeled passengers in ocean-liner style and comfort across the oceans.

But then the Second World War came, and things changed. Suddenly, landplanes were more efficient,
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and in abundance: long concrete runways had been constructed during the war that could be used by

a new generation of large transport aircraft; and endless developments in aircraft meant they could fly

faster and for further distances. Commercial flying boat services resumed, but their days would be

numbered.

  Atomic Adventures: Secret Islands, Forgotten N-Rays, and Isotopic Murder: A Journey into the

Wild World of Nuclear Science James Mahaffey,2017-06-06 The latest investigation from acclaimed

nuclear engineer and author James Mahaffey unearths forgotten nuclear endeavors throughout history

that were sometimes hair-brained, often risky, and always fascinating. Whether you are a scientist or a

poet, pro-nuclear energy or staunch opponent, conspiracy theorist or pragmatist, James Mahaffey's

books have served to open up the world of nuclear science like never before. With clear explanations

of some of the most complex scientific endeavors in history, Mahaffey's new book looks back at the

atom's wild, secretive past and then toward its potentially bright future. Mahaffey unearths lost reactors

on far flung Pacific islands and trees that were exposed to active fission that changed gender or
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bloomed in the dead of winter. He explains why we have nuclear submarines but not nuclear aircraft

and why cold fusion doesn't exist. And who knew that radiation counting was once a fashionable

trend? Though parts of the nuclear history might seem like a fiction mash-up, where cowboys

somehow got a hold of a reactor, Mahaffey's vivid prose holds the reader in thrall of the infectious

energy of scientific curiosity and ingenuity that may one day hold the key to solving our energy crisis

or sending us to Mars.

  Jet Flying Boats David Oliver,2018-03-15 In this book, aviation historian David Oliver covers the

little-known flying-boat legacy of the Second World War.

  Wealth from Knowledge J. Langrish,M. Gibbons,W.G. Evans,F.R. Jevons,1972-01-20 This book is

based on a study of 84 technological innovations that won Queen's Awards in 1966 and 1967. Nearly

40 of these are presented as well-documented but readable case histories. The topics range from new

antibiotics to fast patrol boats, from an improved way of making bread to aircraft equipment, from new

building materials and techniques to scientific instruments, from automatic gearboxes to guided
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missiles. Many points of interest are covered in the discussion. Is innovation more often 'pushed' by

scientific or technological discoveries or more often 'pulled' by the needs of the market or of

management? Is is true that outstanding individuals are necessary for success? Is it true that the time-

lag between discovery and exploitations is shortening? Can one specify optimum sizes for research

teams? What is the role of basic reseach? These are some of the issues raised in the course of a

wide-ranging discussion of factors affecting technological innovation.

  The British Aircraft Industry and American-led Globalisation Takeshi Sakade,2021-12-09 Sakade

challenges the narrative that the focus of British manufacturing went from Empire to Europe and

argues rather that, following the Second World War, the key relationship was in fact trans-Atlantic.

There is a commonly accepted belief that, during the twentieth century, British manufacturing declined

irreparably, that Britain lost its industrial hegemony. But this is too simplistic. In fact, in the decades

after 1945, Britain staked out a new role for itself as a key participant in a US-led process of

globalisation. Far from becoming merely a European player, the UK actually managed to preserve a
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key share in a global market, and the British defence industry was, to a large extent, successfully

rehabilitated. Sakade returns to the original scholarly parameters of the decline controversy, and

especially questions around post-war decline in the fields of high technology and the national defence

industrial base. Using the case of the strategically critical military and civil aircraft industry, he argues

that British industry remained relatively robust. A valuable read for historians of British aviation and

more widely of 20th century British Industry.

  Cold War Submarines Norman Polmar,Kenneth J. Moore,2014-05-14 Submarines had a vital, if

often unheralded, role in the superpower navies during the Cold War. Their crews carried out

intelligence-collection operations, sought out and stood ready to destroy opposing submarines, and,

from the early 1960s, threatened missile attacks on their adversary's homeland, providing in many

respects the most survivable nuclear deterrent of the Cold War. For both East and West, the modern

submarine originated in German U-boat designs obtained at the end of World War II. Although

enjoying a similar technology base, by the 1990s the superpowers had created submarine fleets of
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radically different designs and capabilities. Written in collaboration with the former Soviet submarine

design bureaus, Norman Polmar and K. J. Moore authoritatively demonstrate in this landmark study

how differing submarine missions, antisubmarine priorities, levels of technical competence, and

approaches to submarine design organizations and management caused the divergence.

  The Winds of Change in the Life of a 20Th Century Man Eldon Mackridge,2021-02-18 This is a

story of Eldon James Mackridge’s life starting in South London during WWII and being forced out of

his family home in London by Hitler. Then his experiences in Norfolk with local relatives, country folk

and American airmen. His struggles with school work. And returning home to post war South London.

The joys of being a choirboy, cub scout, newspaper boy, and keen cyclist. His first job is an

engineering apprentice, before joining the British Army and travelling overseas to Libya and Kenya

which was a great education in its self. Returning to the UK to become a Personnel Manager, a

Special Constable for two Counties and Clerk to local parishes councils. Forming his own company,

and then ending up as a self-employed chauffeur. His experiences as a Freemasonry. Finally his
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retirement and being honoured with the Freedom of the Town of Haverhill, Suffolk.

  Jane's All the World's Aircraft Frederick Thomas Jane,2003

  Flying Empires Brian Cassidy,1999

  Aircraft DK,2022-04-26 Take an action-packed flight through the history of aircraft and discover

the intrepid pioneers who made a dream reality Uncover the engineering behind more than 800 aircraft

models, from military jets to commercial planes. This visual history book captures the fascinating story

of airplanes and aviation, and how their groundbreaking discovery has influenced the 21st Century.

Inside the pages of this aircraft book, you’ll discover: • The history of military and commercial aircraft

from all over the world, decade by decade, to the present day in stunning visual detail •

Comprehensive catalogs highlight the most important aircraft of each period along with their

specifications and unique features • Showcases on particularly celebrated aircraft – such as the

Supermarine Spitfire and Concorde – in beautifully photographed “virtual tour” features • The stories

of the engineers and manufacturers that created marques like Boeing and Airbus Take to the skies
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Modern flight has opened the world up to new opportunities and paved the way for the development of

advanced research and technology. But, what made it so groundbreaking? This book uncovers the

stories behind the first airplane models, the development of flight, and brings you to present-day

marvels such as the Gypsy Moth and Supermarine Spitfire. The Aircraft Book is filled with stats, facts,

and photographs that create a visual tour and allows you to see inside key commercial and military

aircraft models from the exterior to the cockpit. Aviation enthusiasts will also be captivated by the

manufacturer of aircraft engines and how famous models like Boeing and Lockheed became

household names. Love history? Discover even more with DK! DK's The Definitive Visual History

series is an iconic celebration of design and history. Packed with fascinating facts and statistics, these

high-quality visual guides cover everything from history and notable designs to the people and

technology that made it possible. Books in this series include The Car Book, The Train Book, The

Tank Book, and so much more.

  Britain's Glorious Aircraft Industry J Paul Hodgson,2021-03-03 “The rich and diverse history of the
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British aircraft industry is captured in superb detail by the author in this weighty tome.” —Aviation News

Great Britain’s aircraft industry started in 1908, with the first formally registered organization in the

world to offer to design and build an aeroplane “for commercial gain.” This book tells the complete

story of the 110 years since the start, all the companies formed and the aircraft they produced,

highlighting the advances in aeronautical ambition and technology. It is the story of the creation,

survival and decline of all one hundred and twenty-three of the aircraft design and construction

companies formed between 1908 and 2018. The exhilaration of success and the magic of aviation

technology are vividly illustrated by the technical and political birth stories of iconic projects, such as

the Cirrus/Gypsy Moths, the Tiger Moth, the flying boats of Imperial Airways, Spitfire, Lancaster,

Viscount, Vulcan, Harrier, Buccaneer and many more. The rotary wing industry is not forgotten. The

birth of the jet turbine engine and the quest for supersonic speed is included. The stories of the

disappointments of failure and disaster, such as the Brabazon, Comet, Princess, Rotodyne and TSR-2,

and the growth of international collaboration in Concorde, Tornado, Airbus, Eurofighter Typhoon and
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other projects are included, in the context of the international scene and domestic politics. The

conclusion highlights the prominent reminiscences and speculates on the future of the aircraft industry

in Britain. “An outstanding reference book and a thoroughly enjoyable canter through the decades,

from the days of wood and fabric to the modern composite structure of the wings of the A400 Atlas.”

—RAF Historical Society

  Aeronautical Engineering Index ,1953

  Aerospace Engineering Index ,1954

  Ultimate Allied Fighters of the Second World War Justo Miranda,2024-01-07 During the five years

of the Second World War, the power of engines and speed of aircraft increased as much as it did

during twenty years of peacetime. Conventional aircraft and engines reached the limits marked in the

original design and surpassed them, very fast. The basis for this huge achievement was exotic fuels,

short-lived artificially overpowered engines, propellers with four, five, and even six blades, and thinner

wings with special sections of laminar flow. Then the faster Allied fighters began to be attacked by a
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demon that lived in the air: scientists called it compressibility buffeting and different type of aircraft

suffered it at different speeds and manifested itself in different ways. The American and British

designers never understood the true causes behind the aerodynamic phenomenon. They were forced

to adopt brute force solutions by increasing engine power on the turbojet powered fighters, leaving in

the background the research on the last projects of fighters, driven by monster piston engines. The

purpose of this book is to present them to the public, for its notable interest.

  B-36 ‘Peacemaker’ Units of the Cold War Peter E. Davies,2022-03-17 A fully illustrated study into

the extraordinary Convair B-36 during the Cold War. Conceived during 1941 in case Germany

occupied Britain, when US bombers would then have insufficient range to retaliate, the B-36 was to be

primarily a '10,000-mile bomber' with heavy defensive armament, six engines and a performance that

would prevent interception by fighters. Although rapid developments in jet engine and high-speed

airframe technology quickly made it obsolescent, the B-36 took part in many important nuclear test

programmes. The aircraft also provided the US nuclear deterrent until the faster B-52 became
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available in 1955. It was one of the first aircraft to use substantial amounts of magnesium in its

structure, leading to the bomber's 'Magnesium Overcast' nickname. It earned many superlatives due to

the size and complexity of its structure, which used 27 miles of wiring, had a wingspan longer than the

Wright brothers' first flight, equivalent engine power to 400 cars, the same internal capacity as three

five-room houses and 27,000 gallons of internal fuel – enough to propel a car around the world 18

times. Much was made of the fact that the wing was deep enough to allow engineers to enter it and

maintain the engines in flight. B-36s continued in the bomber and reconnaissance role until their

retirement in February 1959 following 11 years in SAC. Convair employees were invited to suggest

names for the giant aircraft, eliciting suggestions such as 'King Kong Bomber', 'Condor', 'Texan' and

'Unbelievable', but the most popular was 'Peacemaker'. Oddly, objections from religious groups

deterred the USAF from ever adopting it officially. This fully illustrated volume includes first-hand

accounts, original photographs and up to 30 profile artworks depicting in detail the complexity of this

superlative aircraft.
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  The Dakota Hunter Hans Wiesman,2015-03-19 A tale of a lifelong passion for a WWII aircraft that

changed the author’s life: “It is almost like an adventure novel except it is true” (Air Classics). This

book tells the story of a Dutch boy who grew up during the 1950s in postwar Borneo, where he had

frequent encounters with an airplane, the Douglas DC-3, a.k.a. the C-47 Skytrain or Dakota, of World

War II fame. For a young boy living in a remote jungle community, the aircraft reached the proportions

of a romantic icon as the essential lifeline to a bigger world for him, the beginning of a special bond. In

1957, his family left the island and all its residual wreckage of World War II, and he attended college in

The Hague. After graduation, he started a career as a corporate executive—and met the aircraft again

during business trips to the Americas. His childhood passion for the Dakota flared up anew, and the

fascination pulled like a magnet. As if predestined, or maybe just looking for an excuse to come closer,

he began a business to salvage and convert Dakota parts, which meant first of all finding them. As the

demand for these war relic parts and cockpits soared, he began to travel the world to track down

surplus, crashed, or derelict Dakotas. He ventured deeper and deeper into remote mountains, jungles,



17

savannas, and the seas where the planes are found, usually as ghostly wrecks but sometimes still in

full commercial operation. In hunting the mythical Dakota, he often encountered intimidating or dicey

situations in countries plagued by wars or revolts, others by arms and narcotics trafficking, warlords,

and conmen. The stories of these expeditions take the reader to some of the remotest spots in the

world, but once there, one is often greeted by the comfort of what was once the West’s apex in

transportation—however now haunted by the courageous airmen of the past.
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