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  Rerolling Boardgames Douglas Brown,Esther MacCallum-Stewart,2020-08-27 Despite the advent and explosion of videogames, boardgames--from fast-paced party games to
intensely strategic titles--have in recent years become more numerous and more diverse in terms of genre, ethos and content. The growth of gaming events and
conventions such as Essen Spiel, Gen Con and the UK Games EXPO, as well as crowdfunding through sites like Kickstarter, has diversified the evolution of game
development, which is increasingly driven by fans, and boardgames provide an important glue to geek culture. In academia, boardgames are used in a practical sense to
teach elements of design and game mechanics. Game studies is also recognizing the importance of expanding its focus beyond the digital. As yet, however, no collected
work has explored the many different approaches emerging around the critical challenges that boardgaming represents. In this collection, game theorists analyze
boardgame play and player behavior, and explore the complex interactions between the sociality, conflict, competition and cooperation that boardgames foster. Game
designers discuss the opportunities boardgame system designs offer for narrative and social play. Cultural theorists discuss boardgames' complex history as both
beautiful physical artifacts and special places within cultural experiences of play.
  The Machine Question David J. Gunkel,2017-09-08 An investigation into the assignment of moral responsibilities and rights to intelligent and autonomous machines of
our own making. One of the enduring concerns of moral philosophy is deciding who or what is deserving of ethical consideration. Much recent attention has been devoted
to the animal question—consideration of the moral status of nonhuman animals. In this book, David Gunkel takes up the machine question: whether and to what extent
intelligent and autonomous machines of our own making can be considered to have legitimate moral responsibilities and any legitimate claim to moral consideration. The
machine question poses a fundamental challenge to moral thinking, questioning the traditional philosophical conceptualization of technology as a tool or instrument to
be used by human agents. Gunkel begins by addressing the question of machine moral agency: whether a machine might be considered a legitimate moral agent that could
be held responsible for decisions and actions. He then approaches the machine question from the other side, considering whether a machine might be a moral patient due
legitimate moral consideration. Finally, Gunkel considers some recent innovations in moral philosophy and critical theory that complicate the machine question,
deconstructing the binary agent–patient opposition itself. Technological advances may prompt us to wonder if the science fiction of computers and robots whose actions
affect their human companions (think of HAL in 2001: A Space Odyssey) could become science fact. Gunkel's argument promises to influence future considerations of
ethics, ourselves, and the other entities who inhabit this world.
  Space and Time Allan W. Austin,2010-04-19 Essays in this work examine treatments of history in science fiction and fantasy television programs from a variety of
disciplinary and methodological perspectives. Some essays approach science fiction and fantasy television as primary evidence, demonstrating how such programs
consciously or unconsciously elucidate persistent concerns and enduring ideals of a past era and place. Other essays study television as secondary evidence,
investigating how popular media construct and communicate narratives about past events.
  Paper Robots Nick Knite,2013-09-15 In this book you will find 25 robots to assemble, each with a wild and unusual design and background story.
  Posthuman Life David Roden,2014-10-10 We imagine posthumans as humans made superhumanly intelligent or resilient by future advances in nanotechnology,
biotechnology, information technology and cognitive science. Many argue that these enhanced people might live better lives; others fear that tinkering with our nature
will undermine our sense of our own humanity. Whoever is right, it is assumed that our technological successor will be an upgraded or degraded version of us: Human
2.0. Posthuman Life argues that the enhancement debate projects a human face onto an empty screen. We do not know what will happen and, not being posthuman, cannot
anticipate how posthumans will assess the world. If a posthuman future will not necessarily be informed by our kind of subjectivity or morality the limits of our
current knowledge must inform any ethical or political assessment of that future. Posthuman Life develops a critical metaphysics of posthuman succession and argues
that only a truly speculative posthumanism can support an ethics that meets the challenge of the transformative potential of technology.
  Webs of Influence Nathalie Nahai,2012-12-14 As legions of businesses scramble to set up virtual-shop, we face an unprecedented level of competition to win over and
keep new customers online. At the forefront of this battleground is your ability to connect with your customers, nurture your relationships and understand the
psychology behind what makes them click. In this book The Web Psychologist, Nathalie Nahai, expertly draws from the worlds of psychology, neuroscience and behavioural
economics to bring you the latest developments, cutting edge techniques and fascinating insights that will lead to online success. Webs of Influence delivers the
tools you need to develop a compelling, influential and profitable online strategy which will catapult your business to the next level – with dazzling results.
  Nordic Larp ,2010
  How To Watch Television Ethan Thompson,Jason Mittell,2013-09-16 Examines social and cultural phenomena through the lens of different television shows We all have
opinions about the television shows we watch, but television criticism is about much more than simply evaluating the merits of a particular show and deeming it ‘good’
or ‘bad.’ Rather, criticism uses the close examination of a television program to explore that program’s cultural significance, creative strategies, and its place in
a broader social context. How to Watch Television brings together forty original essays from today’s leading scholars on television culture, writing about the
programs they care (and think) the most about. Each essay focuses on a particular television show, demonstrating one way to read the program and, through it, our
media culture. The essays model how to practice media criticism in accessible language, providing critical insights through analysis—suggesting a way of looking at TV
that students and interested viewers might emulate. The contributors discuss a wide range of television programs past and present, covering many formats and genres,
spanning fiction and non-fiction, broadcast and cable, providing a broad representation of the programs that are likely to be covered in a media studies course. While
the book primarily focuses on American television, important programs with international origins and transnational circulation are also covered. Addressing television
series from the medium’s earliest days to contemporary online transformations of television, How to Watch Television is designed to engender classroom discussion
among television critics of all backgrounds.
  Textual Poachers Henry Jenkins,2003-09-02 An ethnographic study of communities of media fans, their interpretative strategies, its social institutions and cultural
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practices. Jenkins focuses on fans of popular TV programmes, including Star Trek and The Professionals.
  The Medium Is the Monster Mark A. McCutcheon,2018-04-21 Technology, a word that emerged historically first to denote the study of any art or technique, has come, in
modernity, to describe advanced machines, industrial systems, and media. McCutcheon argues that it is Mary Shelley’s 1818 novel Frankenstein that effectively
reinvented the meaning of the word for modern English. It was then Marshall McLuhan’s media theory and its adaptations in Canadian popular culture that popularized,
even globalized, a Frankensteinian sense of technology. The Medium Is the Monster shows how we cannot talk about technology—that human-made monstrosity—today without
conjuring Frankenstein, thanks in large part to its Canadian adaptations by pop culture icons such as David Cronenberg, William Gibson, Margaret Atwood, and Deadmau5.
In the unexpected connections illustrated by The Medium Is the Monster, McCutcheon brings a fresh approach to studying adaptations, popular culture, and technology.
  Excavating the Future Shawn Malley,2018 A cultural study of an array of popular North American science fiction film and television texts, Excavating the Future
explores the popular archaeological imagination and the political uses to which it is being employed by the U.S. state and its adversaries.
  Neoliberalism and Global Cinema Jyotsna Kapur,Keith B. Wagner,2011-05-09 In cinema studies today, rarely do we find a direct investigation into the culture of
capitalism and how it has been refracted and fabricated in global cinema production under neoliberalism. However, the current economic crisis and the subsequent Wall
Street bailout in 2008 have brought about a worldwide skepticism regarding the last four decades of economic restructuring and the culture that has accompanied it. In
this edited volume, an international ensemble of scholars looks at neoliberalism, both as culture and political economy, in the various cinemas of the world. In
essays encompassing the cinemas of Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and the United States the authors outline how the culture and subjectivities engendered by
neoliberalism have been variously performed, contested, and reinforced in these cinemas. The premise of this book is that the cultural and economic logic of
neoliberalism, i.e., the radical financialization and market-driven calculations, of all facets of society are symptoms best understood by Marxist theory and its
analysis of the central antagonisms and contradictions of capital. Taking a variety of approaches, ranging from political economy, ideological critique, the
intersection of aesthetics and politics, social history and critical-cultural theory, this volume offers a fresh, broad-based Marxist analysis of contemporary
film/media. Topics include: the global albeit antagonistic nature of neoliberal culture; the search for a new aesthetic and documentary language; the contestation
between labor and capital in cultural producion; the political economy of hollywood, and questions of gender, sexuality, and the nation state in relation to
neoliberalism.
  Defining Literary Postmodernism for the Twenty-First Century Matthias Stephan,2019-04-25 This book presents a definition of literary postmodernism, using detective
and science fictions as a frame. Through an exploration of both prior theoretical approaches, and indicators through characteristics of postmodernist fiction, this
book identifies a structural framework to both understand and apply the lessons of postmodernism for the next generation. Within a growing consensus that the
postmodern era has passed, this book examines the different conceptions of postmodernism and posits a meaningful definition, one which can provide the foundation for
future literary expression. This theory is then applied to genre fiction, particularly detective fiction and science fiction, demonstrating that postmodernism is
found in the structure, rather than questions posed about literary expression. Finally, Matthias Stephan considers post-postmodern movements, and how they can be
expressed given this definition of literary postmodernism, moving forward to the twenty-first century.
  Cataclysm Herman S. Wolk,2010 The B-29 long-range bombing campaign against the Japanese home islands dictated unprecedented organization and command; hence, Arnold
established the Twentieth Air Force, commanded by himself from Washington and reporting directly to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. This new type of bombing offensive-
distinct in command, organization, range, and weapons from the European experience-also called for exemplary operational combat leadership in the field. Here Arnold
excelled in his command of the AAF, relieving a long-time colleague (Hansell) in favor of a hard-nosed operator (LeMay). This crucial move was a turning point in the
Pacific war. Although the Soviet declaration of war on Japan was a factor in the Japanese surrender, it was the atomic bomb that politically shocked the Japanese to
capitulation. Arnold, the architect of the bombing offensive, emphasized that Japan was already defeated in the summer of 1945 by the bombing and blockade and that it
was not militarily necessary to drop the atomic bomb.
  Playing the Past Zach Whalen,Laurie N. Taylor,2008 Playing the Past brings together a group of interdisciplinary scholars to examine the complementary notions of
history and nostalgia as they are expressed through video games and in gaming culture. The scope of these related concepts moves from the personal to the cultural,
and essays in this collection address video game nostalgia as both an individual and societal phenomenon, connecting the fond memories many of us have of classic
gaming to contemporary representations of historical periods and events in video games. From Ms. Pac-Man and Space Invaders to Call of Duty and JFK: Reloaded, the
games many of us have played since childhood inform how we see the world today, and the games we make and play today help us communicate ideas about real world
history. By focusing on specific games, historical periods and media ecologies, these essays collectively take an in depth look at the related topics of nostalgia for
classic gaming, gaming and histories of other media, and representations of real history in video games.
  Through the Arc of the Rain Forest Karen Tei Yamashita,2017-09-12 Fluid and poetic as well as terrifying. —New York Times Book Review Dazzling . . . a seamless
mixture of magic realism, satire and futuristic fiction. —San Francisco Chronicle Impressive . . . a flight of fancy through a dreamlike Brazil. —Village Voice
Surreal and misty, sweeping from one high-voltage scene to another. —LA Weekly Amuses and frightens at the same time. —Newsday Incisive and funny, this book yanks our
chains and makes us see the absurdity that rules our world. —Booklist (starred review) Expansive and ambitious . . . incredible and complicated. —Library Journal This
satiric morality play about the destruction of the Amazon rain forest unfolds with a diversity and fecundity equal to its setting. . . . Yamashita seems to have
thrown into the pot everything she knows and most that she can imagine—all to good effect. —Publishers Weekly A Japanese man with a ball floating six inches in front
of his head, an American CEO with three arms, and a Brazilian peasant who discovers the art of healing by tickling one's earlobe, rise to the heights of wealth and
fame, before arriving at disasters—both personal and ecological—that destroy the rain forest and all the birds of Brazil. Karen Tei Yamashita is the author of Through
the Arc of the Rain Forest, Brazil-Maru, Tropic of Orange, Circle K Cycles, I Hotel, and Anime Wong, all published by Coffee House Press. I Hotel was selected as a
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finalist for the National Book Award and awarded the California Book Award, the American Book Award, the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association Award, and the
Association for Asian American Studies Book Award.
  Hollyweird Science Kevin R. Grazier,Stephen Cass,2015-07-27 Lighthearted, quirky, and upbeat, this book explores the portrayal of science and technology on both the
big and little screen -- and how Hollywood is actually doing a better job of getting it right than ever before. Grounded in the real-word, and often cutting-edge,
science and technology that inspires fictional science, the authors survey Hollywood depictions of topics such as quantum mechanics, parallel universes, and alien
worlds. Including material from interviews with over two dozen writers, producers, and directors of acclaimed science-themed productions -- as well as scientists,
science fiction authors, and science advisors -- Hollyweird Science examines screen science fiction from the sometimes-conflicting vantage points of storytellers,
researchers, and viewers. Including a foreword by Eureka co-creator and executive producer Jaime Paglia, and an afterword by astronomer and science fiction author
Michael Brotherton, Ph.D., this book is accessible to all readers from the layperson to the armchair expert to the professional scientist, and will delight all of
them equally.
  The Cosmic Conspiracy Stan Deyo,2010-02-10
  The Cambridge History of Science Fiction Gerry Canavan,Eric Carl Link,2018-12-31 The first science fiction course in the American academy was held in the early
1950s. In the sixty years since, science fiction has become a recognized and established literary genre with a significant and growing body of scholarship. The
Cambridge History of Science Fiction is a landmark volume as the first authoritative history of the genre. Over forty contributors with diverse and complementary
specialties present a history of science fiction across national and genre boundaries, and trace its intellectual and creative roots in the philosophical and
fantastic narratives of the ancient past. Science fiction as a literary genre is the central focus of the volume, but fundamental to its story is its non-literary
cultural manifestations and influence. Coverage thus includes transmedia manifestations as an integral part of the genre's history, including not only short stories
and novels, but also film, art, architecture, music, comics, and interactive media.
  The Palgrave Handbook of Posthumanism in Film and Television Michael Hauskeller,Curtis D. Carbonell,Thomas D. Philbeck,2016-01-13 What does popular culture's
relationship with cyborgs, robots, vampires and zombies tell us about being human? Insightful scholarly perspectives shine a light on how film and television evince
and portray the philosophical roots, the social ramifications and the future visions of a posthumanist world.
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